
The 'News Initiative'

In its Media and Audiovisual Action Plan (https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/media-and-audiovisual-action-plan),
the Commission decided to launch a 'news initiative', bundling existing and new actions and support to the news media
sector.

This initiative looks at the challenges facing the news media industry and seeks to provide a coherent response, bringing
together different policy and funding instruments under a common banner.

The Commission supports news media by:

Navigate through the tabs for more details.

Freedom/pluralism
Resilience
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Engage with sector
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Protecting media freedom and pluralism

Media freedom and pluralism are two principles enshrined in the European Charter of Fundamental Rights, and the
Commission has a role in upholding them.

Under the European Democracy Action Plan
(https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2020%3A790%3AFIN&qid=1607079662423), the
Commission published a Recommendation on the protection, safety and empowerment of journalists
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news-redirect/719795) and other media workers in 2021. It is also providing
supporting actions, such as monitoring media pluralism and ownership, providing legal advice to journalists, and
stimulating media quality standards and self-regulation.
To complement these actions and the current media rules, the Commission published in September 2022 its proposal
for the European Media Freedom Act
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/breton/announcements/european-media-freedom-act_en
), a novel set of rules to protect media pluralism and independence across the Single Market. This act is accompanied
by a Recommendation to encourage internal safeguards for editorial independence
(https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022H1634).
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The Commission aims to strengthen the position of press and media councils
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/crea-cross-2022-mfp
-councilsandstandards) and help in further development of deontological standards. In addition, a rapid response
mechanism
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/crea-cross-2022-mfp
-rapidresponse) brings violations of press and media freedom to the forefront, and provides practical help to
journalists under threat, including concrete tools such as advice and legal support as well as offering shelter and
logistical assistance.
EU-supported Media Ownership Monitoring System (https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/redirection/item/719850/en)
nurtures a country-based database containing information on media ownership and a systematic assessment of both
relevant legal frameworks and risks to media ownership transparency.
After supporting a mapping of news media deserts
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/supporting-local-and-regional-news-media-face-emerging-news-dese
rts) across the Union, in 2023 the Commission is allocating funding
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/crea-cross-2023-jour
part-
pluralism;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501;pro
grammePeriod=2021%20-
%202027;programCcm2Id=43251814;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destinationGroup=null;mission
Group=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;cros
sCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTender
s=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState) to support news media sectors with a special relevance to
democracy, such as local and regional media, community media and investigative journalism.

Enhancing media resilience

The Commission aims to support the transformation and competitiveness of the news media sector.

It aims to facilitate better access to finance through two actions:
On the one hand via access to debt, with the backing of InvestEU guarantees
(https://europa.eu/investeu/investeu-fund_en), building on the success of the Cultural and Creative Sectors
Guarantee Facility
(https://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guarantees/cultural_creative_sectors_guarantee_facility/index.htm) (CCSGF)
which makes an access to finance easier for news media.
On the other hand, via equity instruments, the Commission is working with foundations and philanthropic
investors under InvestEU to seek synergies in areas of high societal value, including support for democracy
and news media.

In addition, the Commission stimulates more news media collaborations, using grants under Creative Europe
programme. These grants (‘Journalism Partnerships
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/journalism-partnerships-0) can help the sector in testing viable
business models, developing business and editorial standards, promoting collaborative content, training and mobility
of professionals, and sharing of best practices.
These support measures complement other legal initiatives that can helpould strengthen the sector’s
competitiveness and financial footing, such as the Audiovisual Media Services Directive (AVMSD)
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/avmsd), the Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market
(https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2019/790/oj), the Digital Services Act, the Digital Markets Act
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/digital-services-act-package) and the General Data Protection
Regulation (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/679/oj).
Furthermore, the EU’s Recovery and Resilience Facility
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en) (RRF)
offered an opportunity to Member States to strengthen the resilience of the industry. Each national RRF Plan had a
choice to include measures to boost the production and distribution of digital content (potentially including digital
media).
In 2024, the Commission presented a new study on public financing of the media sector across Europe
(https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4a26df80-bbff-11ee-b164-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format
-PDF/source-303300774) to identify good practices on public financing mechanisms in Member States.

Supporting media innovation

European news media companies need to find new ways to be more competitive, to increase revenues and to improve their
offer.
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The Commission proposes to address this by supporting a European ‘media data space’ initiative
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/digital-2022-cloud-ai
-03-ds-media;callCode=DIGITAL-2022-CLOUD-
AI-03;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;pr
ogrammePeriod=null;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission
=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCutti
ngPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=fals
e;topicListKey=callTopicSearchTableState). This includes data applications, data infrastructures, data interoperability
strategies, state-of-the-art tools, etc. The initiative builds on the European Data Strategy
(https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-data-strategy_en) and is
financed through Digital Europe Programme.

In addition, the Horizon Europe programme is supporting innovative applications and technologies in the media
domain (https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/horizon-europe-call-proposals-innovation-media).
Investments in modular and open-source infrastructure media components could facilitate the emergence of new
business models and their uptake by traditional and new media, thereby improving citizens’ access to widely sourced
information.
Via the call for proposals news media platforms
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/spotlight-eu-supported-european-media-platforms), support is given to
projects that expand the use of tools and deliver news content across multiple mediums. In 2023, a second pilot
project will support the setup of a citizen-facing online video platform.
The Commission has presented in 2023 a ‘Media Industry Outlook
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/european-media-industry-outlook)’ exploring the main trends in the
media sector, from technology advances to emerging production and consumption patterns. Part of the outlook, and
an underlying study
(https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f5493650-f9eb-11ed-a05c-01aa75ed71a1/language-en),
focuses on the news media sector.

Stimulating media participation

The Commission wants to stimulate a lively and diverse public sphere, in which citizens have access to reliable information,
including about EU affairs.

Through its Multimedia Actions (https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/multimedia-actions) the EU aims to
provide citizens with independent information about European topics beyond local and national angles. The following
types of actions receive support: the TV channel Euronews, coverage of EU affairs through a radio network, data-
driven news on EU affairs, and multilingual content across European platforms.
To enhance access to information to the young audience, the Commission supports the development of innovative
and attractive news projects for young Europeans
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/funding/european-public-sphere-new-online-media-offer-young-europeans).
Projects produce and distribute thought-provoking content on a daily basis, showing multiple viewpoints, in attractive
formats to youth.
Additionally, the Commission supports media literacy actions, such as the publication of its Media Literacy Guidelines
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/media-literacy-guidelines), the publication of a Media Literacy
Toolbox (https://erga-online.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/ERGA-AG3-2021-Report-on-Media-Literacy.pdf) in
cooperation with the European Group of Audiovisual Regulators (ERGA), the European Media Literacy Week
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/report-2022-european-media-literacy-week) and funding to media
literacy projects, to help citizens of all ages navigate the modern news environment and be better equipped to face
the threats of disinformation.

Engaging with the media sector

The Commission engages in regular exchanges with the news media industry to better understand its priorities and
challenges and work towards a news media innovation agenda.

To this end, it organizes at least once every year a European News Media Forum (ENMF)
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/events/european-news-media-forum-safety-journalists),, gathering news
media organisations, professionals, representatives of the civil society and international organisations and discussing
news media related topics: 

The first edition (https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/watch-structured-dialogue-safety-journalists)
(March 2021) discussed the safety of journalists.
The second edition
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(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/events/european-news-media-forum-industrial-
transformation) (November 2021) focused on industrial transformation.
The third edition
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/events/european-news-media-forum-innovations-news-media-sector)
(November 2022) revolved around media innovation.
The topic chosen for the fourth edition, currently scheduled for Q4 2023, is the European Media Freedom Act
(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2019-2024/breton/announcements/european-media-freedo
m-act_en).

The Commission is supporting the organisation of a European Festival of Journalism and Media Information Literacy
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news-redirect/760654) aimed at reinforcing dialogue, cooperation and
partnership in the EU among journalists, media outlets including public service media, civil society organisations and
media literacy professionals.

Subscribe to the latest news on this topic and more (https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/user-subscriptions/2544/create)
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