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European Digital Infrastructure Consortium (EDIC)

What is an [notranslate][notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate][/notranslate]?

European Digital Infrastructure Consortium ([notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]) is an instrument made available to Member
States under the Digital Decade Policy Programme 2030 to speed up and simplify the setup and implementation of multi-
country projects. [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslatels will enable the achievement of the Digital Decade general objectives and
targets.

Each [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate] is a legal person established by a Commission decision upon the application of at least
three Member States and Commission approval. The founding Member States define the [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]’s
governance structure and other functioning rules in the Statutes. Its budget will be based on its members’ contributions
complemented by other sources of revenues, which may include EU and national grants. The seat of an
[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate] is in a participating Member State and its legal personality must be recognised by all
Member States.

An [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate] may implement a multi-country project by deploying joint infrastructure, delivering
services and bringing together - as considered appropriate by the founding Member States - public entities, private entities,
final users and industry.

First [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]s being set up

Alliance for Language Technologies European Digital Infrastructure Consortium (ALT-
[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate])

The Alliance for Language Technologies European Digital Infrastructure Consortium (https://alt-edic.eu/) (ALT-
[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]) seeks to address the scarcity of European language data available for training artificial
intelligence (Al) solutions. This collaborative initiative aims to develop a common European infrastructure in Language
Technologies. This will result in the creation of ‘Large Language Models’ of European regional and official languages. The
goal is to use those models to boost the development of advanced Al models capable of understanding and generating
human-like language. The ALT-[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate] will promote digital competitiveness, preserve linguistic
diversity, and promoting cultural richness in Europe.

Commission Implementing Decision setting up the European Digital Infrastructure Consortium for the Alliance for Language
Technologies (ALT-[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]) (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2024/458/0j)

CitiVERSE

The Networked Local Digital Twins towards the CitiVERSE (LDT CitiVERSE EDIC) initiative aims to connect existing local
digital twins across Europe, forming the basis for the EU CitiVERSE
(https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/factpages/citiverse). Local digital twins are virtual representations of a city's
physical assets, processes, and systems. Digital twins use data, analytics, and Al to create real-time simulation models that
mirror the cities they represent. The CitiVERSE, legally established on 12 December in Valencia, sets a new global
benchmark for cooperative smart city development. It focuses on Al-based solutions to enhance and better customise urban
planning, including simulations addressing (among other things) the impact of changing traffic conditions on air quality,
decarbonization, and congestion. Additionally, it explores generative Al-based virtual reality applications to improve citizen
interaction (for instance, simplifying the consultation and understanding of planned urban changes). The CitiVerse EDIC
currently involves 14 EU Member States and is rapidly expanding.

Commission Implementing Decision setting up the European Digital Infrastructure Consortium for Networked Local Digital
Twins towards the CitiVERSE (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dec_impl/2024/459/0j)

EDIC for European Blockchain Partnership and European Blockchain Service Infrastructure
([Inotranslate]JEUROPEUM-EDIC[/notranslatel])

This EDIC will develop the existing ecosystem of the European Blockchain Services Infrastructure (EBSI). It will further deploy
and expand the exploitation of the EBSI to deliver EU-wide cross-border services, in particular public services. The aim of the
EDIC is to reinforce trust and cyber resilience in compliance with EU regulation, including the newly adopted European
Digital Identity framework. It will also support cross-border cooperation between public authorities on Web3 and
decentralised technologies, promoting innovation and interoperability of such solutions with other technologies.
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Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2024/1432 of 21 May 2024 setting up the European Digital Infrastructure
Consortium for European Blockchain Partnership and European Blockchain Service Infrastructure (EUROPEUM-EDIC)
(europa.eu) (https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX%3A32024D1432)

Benefits and the purpose of an [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]

[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]s combine a number of benefits for projects in the area of digital, which go beyond research.
For instance, Member States hold the majority of votes in the members' assembly, which gives them a decisive role in the
governance of each [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]. Specifically, Member States have the flexibility to tailor the internal
structure of each [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate], including members' contributions, voting rights, governance bodies, and
other aspects of implementation and governance, through the customization of [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate] statutes. To
maximize impact across the EU, [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]s will stay open to the participation of all Member States on
fair and reasonable terms throughout their duration.

As an implementation mechanism for multi-country projects, [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]s can be used both for
establishing of new infrastructures and the operating existing ones (provided that joining the consortium adds value to
ongoing activities, such as enhancing sustainability over time). If acknowledged as an international organisation,
[notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]s may be eligible for VAT and excise duty exemptions on goods or services, in accordance
with the applicable directives.

How to set up an [notranslate]EDIC[/notranslate]?

Upon reviewing the applications of the founding Member States, the Commission will, issue an implementing decision to
establish the European Digital Infrastructure Consortium. The decision is made in consultation with the Digital Decade Policy
Programme Committee and is subject to meeting all the requirements outlined in the Digital Decade Policy Programme
2030.

For additional information and assistance regarding multi-country projects, please contact our dedicated team at: CNECT-
MCP-ACCELERATOR@ec.europa.eu.
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