
International Relations

The European Union works with countries around the world and international organisations to ensure
technology helps to improve lives everywhere.
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The Internet brings the world into people's living rooms, offices and schools. The global world comes
to us through websites offering big lists of movies, as well as online office and teaching tools that
allow people from around the world to work on the same project.

When everything functions well, we may not realise the amount of work that goes on behind our
smartphones or computer screens. However, whenever we cannot access content online or, by
contrast, our children are able to access content that is not appropriate for their age, we may notice
that hidden below the surface there is a whole machine working to make the Internet safe for people
and businesses. And, that this machine is working not only in Europe, but also around the world.

Europe has a lot to offer in building better societies and economies around the globe. The European
Union already works with international partners in areas including trade, security and the rule of law,
and digital should be no different. The Internet should be free and secure, there should be no trade
barriers online, and terrorist content should have no place on it.

The EU's aim for the Digital Decade is to make the digital world work to the benefit of all. The EU's
work on digital policies focuses on several geographical areas, such as the EU neighbourhood,
developing countries in Africa and the Mediterranean and developed countries such as the US and
Japan. It is leading the way in policy areas including digital trade, data sharing, and pushing global
companies to behave responsibly online.

Some examples of the EU’s digital work around the world include:



supporting an internet governance forum to keep the internet free, open and secure
partnering with the Western Balkans for lower roaming charges
improving connectivity with other continents, for example through a new digital data highway
linking Europe and Latin America, as well as a new Connectivity Partnership with India
co-chairing the Trade and Technology Council with the US
introducing the EU4Digital programme
countering the use of the Internet for terrorist content, repression or social control
creating a global network of digital experts in EU delegations to other countries
hosting annual ICT and digital dialogues with global partners

Latest

PRESS RELEASE | 01 December 2021
Global Gateway: up to €300 billion for the
European Union's strategy to boost sustainable
links around the world

The European Commission and the High
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy launched this week the Global Gateway, the
new European Strategy to boost smart, clean and
secure links in digital, energy and transport and
strengthen health, education and research
systems across the world.

DIGIBYTE | 03 November 2021
EU strengthens Indo-Pacific cybersecurity
cooperation with week-long expert training

The European Union, United States and Japan
organised a week-long online cybersecurity
training for Industrial Control Systems
Cybersecurity.

PRESS RELEASE | 18 October 2021
EU-US Trade and Technology Council: Commission
launched consultation platform for stakeholder's
involvement to shape transatlantic cooperation

The Commission launched this week an online



consultation platform on the EU-US Trade and
Technology Council (TTC), allowing stakeholders to
share their views and provide common proposals
on the work ahead.

PRESS RELEASE | 30 September 2021
Trade and Technology Council: Inaugural meeting
agrees on important deliverables and outlines
areas for future EU-US cooperation

At the first meeting of the Trade and Technology
Council (TTC) in Pittsburgh, the EU and the US
agreed on concrete deliverables and outlined the
future scope of work. Notably, the EU and the US
committed to cooperating closely on shared
priorities such as export controls, foreign
investment screening, critical and emerging
technology standards including Artificial
Intelligence, and secure supply chains including on
semiconductors. They also agreed to work
together on important global trade issues, such as
the challenges posed by non-market economies
and trade-related climate and environment
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As more countries are inspired by the European digital model, European companies have more
opportunities to do business, creating more jobs for citizens.

Source URL: https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/policies/international-relations


