Broadband in Belgium
Belgium’s broadband strategy is incorporated into a broader policy strategy “Digital Belgium
2015-2020”. The aim is to provide speeds of up to 1 Gbps to half of the country by 2020 and to
facilitate a proactive 5G roll-out. By lowering costs and reducing administrative burdens, Belgium
favours a market driven broadband deployment.

Summary of broadband development in Belgium
Digital Belgium 2015–2020 outlines the digital vision for Belgium based on ﬁve priorities, with Digital
infrastructure being one of them.

National and regional broadband strategy and policy
Responsible authorities
The Minister of the Digital Agenda, Telecom and Postal Services, in charge of Administrative
Simpliﬁcation, Prevention of Social Security Fraud, the Protection of Privacy and the North Sea,
is responsible for issues concerning the Digital Agenda and Telecom.
The FPS Economy, SMEs, Self-employed and Energy is the federal public service in charge of the
economic policy in Belgium. Through its Directorate-General for Economic Regulation (Division
Telecommunication and Information Society), the FPS supports the Belgian telecommunication
sector in developing and implementing regulations and in stimulating innovation.
The Belgian Institute for Postal services and Telecommunications (BIPT) is the regulator for
electronic communications. It has among others the task to promote competition, to contribute
to the development of the internal market and to protect the users' interests. BIPT is involved in
many aspects of the national broadband strategy. It especially gathers, analyses and presents
information on the supply of broadband services, in order to stimulate the roll out of broadband
networks and to identify the remaining white areas.
Wallonia: the Agence du Numérique (AdN) is a limited liability company under public law, in
charge of ICT development in Wallonia. The Agence du Numérique is in charge of putting into
operation the strategy for Digital Wallonia 2019-2024, set up by the Walloon government to ﬁll
the gap in digital development -including broadband networks- and help the region in its digital
transformation.

Main aims for broadband development
Digital Belgium 2015–2020 states that by 2020 at least half of the connections in Belgium must
achieve Internet speeds of 1 Gbps. Mobile broadband technologies must be rolled out as soon as
possible across the entire Belgian territory. Moreover, a proactive 5G framework needs to be created
to ensure Belgium is in the lead for stimulating the Internet of Things.
Digital Belgium 2015–2020 sets ﬁve priorities:

Digital infrastructure,
Digital conﬁdence and digital security,
Digital government,
Digital economy, and
Digital skills and jobs.
New coverage maps for ﬁxed broadband and mobile broadband were made available to identify the
areas where a high-performance infrastructure is not yet present (white zones) and together with the
local governments additional measures are being developed to stimulate roll-out of connectivity in
those areas. By using a mix of technologies, Belgium is to ensure that everyone can access the
internet.
By reducing administrative burdens and lowering roll-out costs of network operators, the government
is stimulating the roll-out of new broadband technologies (ﬁbre, LTE advanced, 5G). For example,
every house that is being built or renovated in the future will need to be ﬁbre ready. Moreover, a
proactive 5G framework is to ensure Belgium is ready when the Internet-of-everything is rolled out.
There seem to be no state aid programmes for roll-out available. Neither does the plan state needed
or planned investments. Yet, the Belgian government commits to reducing administrative burdens
and costs of deployment of ICT infrastructures.
Digital Wallonia 2019-2024 sets the framework for the Walloon Government’s actions in terms of
Wallonia’s digital transformation. Digital Wallonia is structured around eight cross-disciplinary
challenges that form its structured framework and its key elements for all the decisions made and the
measures taken within the ﬁve themes of Digital Wallonia. One of the challenges is Giga Region Super-fast broadband for everyone as the bedrock of digital initiatives.

Measures for broadband development
Broadband mapping: The Belgian Institute for Postal services and Telecommunications (BIPT) provides
a mapping system for broadband (per technology) showing where Internet access is available at a
particular speed. In this way, areas where high-performance infrastructure is not yet present (white
areas) and additional measures are necessary can be identiﬁed.
There are mapping tools with infrastructure information provided on the regional level. An example is
the KLIP – Kabel en Leiding Informatie Portal database in Flanders, which provides relevant
information for planning, permit applicants, cable and pipeline operators as well as public
administration.
A similar portal exists at federal scale: KLIM-CICC - Contact federal Informations Câbles et Conduites.
Here, when planning works, one can either check whether there are any installations and pipelines for
the transport of hazardous products or high-voltage cables as well as other cables or lines nearby, or
announce the works to the cable operators and cable operators who will provide all necessary
information.
The Walloon Region also has its own web-enabled portal to assist in the coordination of works
planning, called Powalco. Digital Wallonia launched a new regional alert platform for broadband
connectivity problems: Digital Wallonia Connect. This platform was developed with the cooperation of
the three mobile Telecom operators in the frame of the “ToP” agreement.

Data on broadband development and technologies in
Belgium
For the latest data on broadband coverage, subscriptions and penetrations, coverage of diﬀerent
broadband technologies and costs check the scoreboard reports and the country reports of the Digital
Economy & Society Index (DESI).

Spectrum assignments for wireless broadband
For details on harmonised spectrum assignments consult the European 5G Observatory.

National publications and press documents
English
Digital Belgium 2015-2020
Digital Wallonia Strategy 2019-2024
Study on National Broadband Plans in the EU-28
Guide to High-Speed Broadband Investment
Broadband Connectivity Reports and Analyses
Mobile and ﬁxed broadband prices in Europe at the end of 2019
Study on broadband coverage in Europe 2019

Contact information
BCO Belgium (national Broadband Competence Oﬃce): Belgian Institute for
Postal Services and Telecommunications (BIPT)
Address: Ellipse Building, Boulevard du Roi Albert II 35, 1030 Brussels, Belgium
Contact via email
Phone: +32 2 226 87 87
Website

FPS Economy, SMEs, Self-Employed and Energy – Directorate General for
Economic Regulation
Address: City Atrium, Rue du Progrès 50, 1210 Brussels, Belgium
Contact via email
Phone: +32 2 277 77 59
Website

Agence du Numérique (Walloon Region)
Address: Avenue Prince de Liège 133, 5100 Jambes-Namur, Belgium
Contact via email
Phone: +32 81 77 80 58
Website
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Broadband in Sweden

Sweden’s national broadband plan, adopted in 2016, has the vision of an entirely connected Sweden
and has goals for both mobile coverage and for high-speed broadband connections for households
and businesses. By 2020, 95% of all households and companies should have access to...
Broadband in Spain

Digital connectivity and 5G rollout are among the ten strategic priorities of the Spain Digital 2025
Agenda.
Broadband in Slovenia

Slovenia’s broadband aims are in line with the gigabit society targets.
Broadband in Slovakia

Slovakia has set the long-term objective of achieving access to high-speed internet connection with at
least 30 Mbps for all households by the end of 2020.
Broadband in Romania

Romania’s broadband plan focuses on building up a national broadband network as a ﬁrst step
towards achieving the targets set by the Digital Agenda for Europe.
Broadband in Portugal

Portugal’s NGA coverage is slightly below EU average. The Agenda Portugal Digital aims at
development of a digital infrastructure that allows citizens to take advantage of the new opportunities

oﬀered by technologies.
Broadband in Poland

Poland’s national broadband plan foresees that 100% of households should have access to internet
connectivity of at least 30 Mbps by 2020. 50% of households should have internet connectivity of 100
Mbps by 2020.
Broadband in the Netherlands

The Dutch government supports the Gigabit Society targets. All households should have the
opportunity to access broadband networks of at least 100 Mbps and a vast majority should be taking
advantage of 1 Gbps by 2023. Mobile networks must also be able to access basic services at...
Broadband in Malta

Malta’s broadband policy is technology neutral and favours a competitive market environment.
Broadband in Luxembourg

The development of a communication infrastructure with a target of gigabit broadband access
throughout the country is one of the priorities in the governmental programme of Luxembourg.
Broadband in Lithuania

Lithuania‘s Next Generation Internet Access Development Plan focuses on direct state contribution to
long-term infrastructure development, supports measures promoting private sector investments and
seeks to foster an increase in demand for fast broadband access.
Broadband in Latvia

Broadband facilitates the development of e-services for government, schools, commerce, health and
business besides providing high-speed internet to residents, businesses and public administrations in
Latvia.
Broadband in Italy

The Italian strategy for next generation access network aims at developing a high-speed access
network to maximise the take-up of an infrastructure able to guarantee services of 100 Mbps for at
least 85% of households by 2020. Italy adopted a national state aid scheme to support...

Broadband in Ireland

The national broadband plan for Ireland foresees that by 2026 all premises in Ireland will have access
to high-speed broadband.
Broadband in Hungary

Hungary’s National Digitization Strategy 2021-2030 aims at 95% of households covered by gigabit
networks by 2030.
Broadband in Greece

The Greek Digital Transformation Bible 2020-2025 highlights connectivity as one of the ﬁve strategic
axes and acknowledges the Gigabit Society 2025 targets.
Broadband in Germany

The 2018 coalition agreement of the German Federal Government identiﬁes the priority goal of a
nationwide expansion of gigabit networks by 2025. The federal government has also developed a 5G
Strategy for Germany.
Broadband in France

The national broadband programme France Très Haut Débit sets out the targets of fast broadband
access for all households by 2022 and ﬁbre for all by 2025.
Broadband in Finland

The Finnish authorities go for a competition-driven, ﬁbre-based network roll-out assisted by public
funds for underserved areas and advice for local municipalities on how to deploy broadband networks.
Broadband in Estonia

Estonia has established basic broadband coverage throughout the country, and has brought its
broadband targets for 2020 in line with those of the Digital Agenda for Europe.
Broadband in Denmark

A number of political initiatives aiming at nation-wide ﬁxed and mobile broadband coverage support
Danish broadband goals. The Government works towards making Denmark a digital frontrunner by

creating a foundation for Danish businesses to exploit digital technologies.
Broadband in the Czech Republic

The National Plan for the Development of Very High Capacity Networks, approved in March 2021,
deﬁnes the strategic approach of the Czech Republic to the construction of VHCN.
Broadband in Cyprus

Cyprus’ broadband plan sets strategic objectives for 2016-2020 and is aligned with the Gigabit
Society objectives and the 5G Action Plan. It aims at Internet coverage with at least 30 Mbps for all
households and businesses by 2020. In order to achieve the 2020 take-up target of...
Broadband in Croatia

Croatia’s strategy contains basic principles such as service and technological neutrality, net neutrality
and inclusion of broadband internet access among universal services.
Broadband in Bulgaria

The National Broadband Infrastructure Plan for Next Generation Access "Connected Bulgaria" and the
Policy in the ﬁeld of electronic communications have been updated and adopted in August 2020.
Broadband in Austria

Austria’s broadband strategy focuses on the nationwide supply of Gigabit connections by 2030. By the
end of 2025, almost nationwide availability of 5G should have been realised.
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